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DESCRIPTION

SUMMARY

The Algoma Boulevard Historic District is located in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. It is composed of those properties facing Algoma
Boulevard ,along the five blocks beginning just south of Vine Avenue
and running north-northwest to just south of Hollister Avenue. The
Algoma Boulevard Historic District has a high concentration of
architect designed high style Queen Anne and Period Revival homes.
The district consists primarily of large two-story residences built
between about 1857 and 1941. Of the 53 properties in the district,
48 are contributing and 5 are non-contributing.

SETTING

The Algoma Boulevard Historic District is a residential
neighborhood northwest of downtown Oshkosh. Northeast of the
district, the homes are smaller, and set closer together on smaller
lots. There are few houses with an identifiable architectural
style to the northeast: most are frame vernacular. Southwest of
the district, along High Avenue, are smaller, less distinguished
houses, mixed with post World War II apartment buildings. An
industrial area lies southwest of High Avenue, where giant lumber
yards, and sash, door and blind factories were located in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The offices of the "off-
highway products and drive-line division" of Rockwell
International Corporation are located there now. Northwest of
Congress Avenue, houses built in the 1940s and 1950s line the west
side of Algoma Boulevard, and make up the area west of the
district. The campus of the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh lies
just southeast of the district, and is encroaching on it. Several
homes that would have been part of the Algoma Boulevard Historic
District have been lost to University expansion.
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PRESENT APPEARANCE

The Algoma Boulevard Historic District consists of seven partial
blocks. All but one was platted before 1858. The block north of
West Bent Avenue was platted between 1862 and 1877.1

The district is primarily made up of large, two story single family
residences on large lots. There are also 3 churches and an
elementary school. Nearly all the homes in the district are owner-
occupied. Half (24) of the contributing buildings were built
between 1888 and 1909. Thirty percent (14) were built between 1910
and 1930. Nineteen percent (9) were built before 1885.
Historically, the neighborhood was home to Oshkosh's wealthiest
residents. Many were founders, officers and managers in the lumber
industry or allied wood products businesses such as the
manufacturing of sash, doors and blinds; furniture; and woodworking
machinery. The residences are generally wood frame on stone
foundations, finished with weatherboards and/or shingles. Some are
structural clay tile with stone or brick veneer. The homes in the
Algoma Boulevard Historic District vary in form and style. Queen
Anne and Period Revival styles predominate. Of the 48 contributing
buildings in the district, 4 are Queen Anne. Three represent Stick
or Shingle style, variants of Queen Anne. Another 5 combine Queen
Anne and Colonial Revival elements. There are also 4 frame
vernacular structures which show some Queen Anne influence in
massing, proportion or detail. Among the Period Revival styles,
Tudor is most heavily represented, with 8 examples. Four of these
are outbuildings on the grounds of either the Paine Art Center or
the Oshkosh Public Museum. Two of these outbuildings are more
elaborate than many homes in the district. Other Period Revival
buildings in the district include 2 Colonial, 1 Dutch Colonial, 1
NeoClassical and 4 Mediterranean Revival. There are also examples
of the Greek Revival (1), Italianate (4), High victorian Italianate
(1), Romanesque Revival (2), Bungalow (2), prairie (2), and

lMaD of the citv of Oshkosh. Winnebago Count~, (pittsburgh:
George Harrison, 1858); G.A. Randall, MaR of Winnebago Count~,
(Chicago: G.A. Randall and J.A. Bogert), 1862; and C. Palmer and
E.M. Harney, MaD of Oshkosh. Wisconsin, (Milwaukee: Milwaukee
Lithographing and Engraving Company, 1877).
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Foursquare (2) styles. Most of the buildings were designed by
Oshkosh architects, such as William Waters, Levi Hicks, William
Klapproth, and the firm of Auler, Jensen and Brown. One was
designed by Bryant Fleming, of Ithaca, New York. Another was the
work of internationally prominent architect Frank Lloyd Wright.
The Algoma Boulevard Historic District retains a high degree of
historic integrity in setting, materials, feeling, association and
design, as evidenced by the fact that 91 percent of the structures
in the district are contributing.

The earliest buildings in the district were in the Greek Revival
and Italianate styles. They were built between about 1857 and
1885. There is one Greek Revival residence in the Algoma Boulevard
Historic District. The Kohlmann House at 1224 Algoma Boulevard was
built about 1857. Greek Revival buildings are generally
rectangular in plan with a three bay front facade, a low-pitched
gable roof with returned eaves, and an asymmetrically placed main
entrance with sidelights. In Wisconsin, Greek Revival was the
first national style to appear, and was built between 1830 and
1870.2 The Kohlmann House is front gabled. The closed gable
forms a pediment, with wide bands of trim inside and below the
gable suggesting an entablature. The form, front gable and wing,
was rarely built outside the northeast. The Kohlmann House
features a wrap around porch with incised square posts, and corner
boards that match the porch posts. The Kohlmann House has retained
its original windows, and otherwise shows excellent integrity.

There are 4 examples of the Italianate style in the district.
Built between about 1855 and 1885, Italianate residences are
generally two story frame buildings with a rectangular plan and a
wide-eaved flat or low-pitched hip roof. Brackets are typical.
The windows are often tall and narrow, and may be round arched,

2Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses,
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985), pp. 178-184; and Barbara L.
Wyatt, ed., ~ltural Resource Manaaement in Wisconsin, three
volumes, (Madison: state Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1986),
11:2-3. Sources for the dates of construction include maps, tax
rolls, city directories and newspaper articles. These are listed
in the bibliography.
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