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SUMMARY

The North Main Street Historic District is located in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. It encompasses portions of nine blocks in Oshkosh's
principal downtown commercial district, and includes those
properties facing North Main Street beginning just south of Algoma
Boulevard and running north to just north of Parkway Avenue.
Several commercial and civic structures immediately west of North
Main Street have also been included. The North Main Street
Historic District is an intact and visually distinct grouping of
late nineteenth and early twentieth century commercial buildings
immediately recognizable as a downtown. The district also has a
high concentration of architect-designed high-style and eclectic
Italianate and Queen Anne commercial buildings. Many were the work
of Oshkosh master architect William Waters. The district consists
primarily of one- and two-story masonry commercial buildings
erected between 1874 and 1931. Of the 73 resources in the
district, 63 are contributing and 10 are noncontributing.

SETrING

The North Main Street Historic District is that part of the
principal commercial area in downtown Oshkosh that retains its
historic character. Main Street runs north-south, crossing the Fox
River three-and-one-half blocks south of the district.
Historically, these blocks south of the district were integral to
downtown Oshkosh, with a concentration of contiguous two-story
masonry commercial buildings, many of them Italianate in style and
built following the 1874 and 1875 fires that devastated the
business district. Beginning about 1950, many structures in these
blocks were demolished and replaced with modern buildings. North
of the district, North Main Street is commercial. At one time,
there were one-story late nineteenth and early twentieth century
residences here. These have been replaced with modern commercial
buildings and large parking lots. The areas east and west of the
district are residential.
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PRESENT APPEARANCE

The North Main Street Historic District includes 62 contributing
buildings, 10 noncontributing buildings, and one contributing
object (Soldiers' Monument) on portions of nine blocks. These
blocks were all platted before 1858.1

The district is primarily made up of contiguous late nineteenth
century two-story brick structures, facing North Main Street and
forming a continuous commercial street scape. One-story early
twentieth century commercial structures intermix toward the north
end of the district. Two-thirds of the 62 contributing buildings
were built prior to 1890.2 In fact, 27 of the contributing
buildings (44 percent of the total) were built between 1874 and
1876, in the aftermath of the 1&74 and 1875 fires which ravaged
much of the downtown. Thirteen (21 percent) were built between
1877 and 1889. Fourteen (22 percent) were built between 1890 and
1915. Soldiers' Monument, the one object in the district, was also
built during this period (1907). Eight (13 percent) were built
between 1921 and 1931.

The typical contributing commercial structure in the North Main
Street Historic District is two-stories-tall, of load-bearing brick
with a stone basement, and has a flat or shed asphalt roof with a
parapet. The influences of the Italianate and Queen Anne styles
predominate. Of the 62 contributing buildings in the district, 22
are Italianate or Italianate-influenced structures, and two combine
Italianate with features of the Gothic Revival style. Sixteen are
Queen Anne or Queen Anne-influenced. There are also two examples
of Neo.-Gothic Revival, one of Richardsonian Romanesque, three of
Neo-Classical Revival and one of Art Moderne. The remaining 15 are
vernacular buildings. Of these, one is a False-front, and seven

IMag of the Cit~ of Oshkosh. Winnebago Count~,
George Harrison, 1858).

(Pittsburgh

2Sources for the dates of construction include maps, tax
rolls, city directories and newspaper articles. These are listed
in the bibliography.
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are Modern Broadfront structures. At least 10 of the contributing
buildings in the district, and very likely several more, were
designed by Oshkosh architect William Waters. Two other local
architects are known to have designed at least one building each in
the district: Ephraim E. Stevens and T. Dudley Allen. Milwaukee
architect H. C. Koch designed one building. The firm of Hoggson
Brothers, with offices in Chicago and New York City, also designed
one building. The North Main Street Historic District retains a
high degree of historic integrity in setting, materials, feeling,
association and design, as evidenced by the fact that 86 percent of
the structures in the district are contributing.

The oldest buildings in the district are Italianate. There are 22
Italianate or Italianate-influenced structures in the district. On
North Main Street, nearly all of the Italianate and Italianate-
influenced structures were built immediately following the
devastating fires of 1874 and 1875. Many were designed by William
Waters. The building at 414 North Main Street (1875, photo 1) is
a good example of one of Waters' simpler designs from this period.
This structure originally consisted of three storefronts. The
southern two were lost when the Osco Drug Store was built on part
of the original site in 1962 (at 408 North Main Street,
noncontributing). The building at 414 North Main retains round-
arched second story windows with enriched hoods and pronounced
keystones, and a frieze of decorative brickwork alternating
recessed panels and Greek crosses. Recessed crosses at frieze or
cornice level, or between stories, can be found on several other
buildings in the district. Most of these buildings are known to
have been designed by Waters. This may have been a characteristic
of his early commercial work. The Beckwith House Hotel at 401-07
North Main Street (photo 2), designed by Waters in 1876,
incorporates a band of recessed crosses at the cornice. It is
uncertain whether this reproduces a detail that was originally at
the cornice, or between floors. The Beckwith House Hotel was built
as a four-story building, but the upper floors were destroyed by
fire in 1880. The owner, Samuel Beckwith, was unable to finance
rebuilding the entire structure, but did restore the first two
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