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- industrial
- military
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- building(s)
- structure
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- object

- museum
- park
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state Wisconsincity. town Oshkosh
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localcountyfederal -~ state. - - ---

Ownership
-X- public
- private -
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- in process
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-- . moved date

.. - - --- -
Describe the present and original.!if known) physical appearance

The Oshkosh Normal School Historic District is a compact, interrelated
group of university-owned buildings associated with the former State Normal
School at Oshkosh. The small district includes three early twentieth-century
educational facilities and a visually prominent, late nineteenth-century
residential structure. Encompassing a well landscaped site, the district is
located at the physical and.historic heart of the University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh campus in eastern Winnebago county.

Bounded by E1mwood Street (formerly Elm Street) and A1goma Boulevard, the
site is located on a relatively flat area of land about three blocks from
the swiftly flowing Fox River. In general the neighborhood surrounding the
university campus is better known for its distinctive residential building
stock of fine, rather affluent late-nineteenth and early twentieth-century
homes. The histoTic district itself features the 1917 Administration and
Science Building, designed by architects Van Ryn and De Ge11eke (Dempsey Hall);
the 1912 Industrial Educational Building (Harrington Hall); the 1928, Arthur
Peabody-designed Swart Training School (Swart Hall); and the 1884 Hooper-
.~iatt residen~e (Chancellor's Home). The buildings within the district

represented (Until the late 1950s and 1960s) the entire educational complex
of the State Normal School and the State Teachers College at Oshkosh, which
had officially established itself in 1871 as the state's third normal school

facility.

Building Descriptions

All of the structures in the district are owned and maintained by the
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh and each contributes to the cohesiveness and

historical context of the entire district.

The three academic buildings that form the points of this triangular
district are all of similar design. Constructed of local red brick, each build-
ing is three stories high and features a prominent projecting entrance
pavillion that clearly dominates its rather long, flat facade. The buildings
are designed in a form of the collegiate Gothic style typical of educational
facilities constructed in the early twentieth-century in Wisconsin. Functional,
efficient, and expressive of high educational ideals, the style was utilized
in grade 'schoo1s, high schools and other normal schools across the state.
Dempsy Hall, the university's main administrative building, retains perhaps
the best expression of the traditional English-based academic design in its

stylized, yet well intergrated, detailing and ornamentation.

The limestone Oviatt house, on the other hand, is representative of
Oshkosh's fine, late nineteenth-century residential building. Much less
impossing in scale, although significant in its own right, the former dormitory
building adds a visually distinctive note to the more formal academic areas
of the district. The Oviatt house was individually listed on the National

Register of Historic Places in 1979.

Condition Check one
-- excellent -.- deteriorated. unaltered
-X- good ruins
:.-- fair -- unexposed



Period
prehistoric

- 1400-1499
-- 1500-1599

--. 1600-1699
__.1700-1799
--- 1800-1899
-X. 1900-

religion
- science
- sculpture

social'
humanitarian

- theater
- transportatIon
- other (specify)


