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1. Name
historic Oshkosh State Normal School Historic District
and or common N.A.
Location
street & number 800, 842, 912 Algoma Boulevard, 845 Elmwood Avenue N-Bqot for publication
city. town Oshkosh __ N/A vicinity of _
state Wisconsin code 55 county Winnebago code 139
3. Classification
Ci Ownership ' atus Present Use
— _X_public . L occupied ____ agriculture —— museum
—_ — private - .unoccupied commercial — park
_ —  both _ .. work in progress I educational _ private residence
Public Acquisition . cessible — entertainment —— religious
. in process _. yes: restricted —- government —_ scientific
— being considered {. yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
X N/A —_no ____ military ___other:
4. Owner of Property
name State of Wisconsin, University of Wisconsin System
street & number 1930 Monroe Street
city, town —_ vicinity of state Wisconsin 53701
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Register of Deeds
street & number _ Winnebago County Courthouse
city, town Oshkosh state Wisconsin
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
tile Wisconsin Inventory of Historic has this property been determined eligible? ... yes X.no
Placers R - —
federal X state county local



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

-— excelient _.. deteriorated .. unaltered X original site
X_ good .= ruins . moved date
—.— fair -— unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Oshkosh Normal School Historic District is a compact, interrelated
group of university-owned buildings associated with the former State Normal
School at Oshkosh. The small district includes three early twentieth-century
educational facilities and a visually prominent, late nineteenth-century
residential structure. Encompassing a well landscaped site, the district is
located at the physical and-historic heart of the University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh campus in eastern Winnebago county.

Bounded by Elmwood Street (formerly Elm Street) and Algoma Boulevard, the
site is located on a relatively flat area of land about three blocks from
the swiftly flowing Fox River. In general the neighborhood surrounding the
university campus is better known for its distinctive residential building
stock of fine, rather affluent late-nineteenth and early twentieth-century
homes. The historic district itself features the 1917 Administration and
Science Building, designed by architects Van Ryn and De Gelleke (Dempsey Hall);
the 1912 Industrial Educational Building (Harrington Hall); the 1928, Arthur
‘Peabody-designed Swart Training School (Swart Hall); and the 1884 Hooper-
‘Oviatt residence (Chancellor's Home). The buildings within the district
- represented (Until the late 1950s and 1960s) the entire educational complex
of the State Normal School and the State Teachers College at Oshkosh, which
had officially established itself in 1871 as the state's third normal school
facility.

Building Descriptions

All of the structures in the district are owned and maintained by the
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh and each contributes to the cohesiveness and
historical context of the entire district.

The three academic buildings that form the points of this triangular
district are all of similar design. Constructed of local red brick, each build-
ing is three stories high and features a prominent projecting entrance
pavillion that clearly dominates its rather long, flat facade. The buildings
are designed in a form of the collegiate Gothic style typical of educationmal
facilities constructed in the early twentieth-century in Wisconsin. Functional,
efficient, and expressive of high educational ideals, the style was utilized
in grade schools, high schools and other normal schools across the state.

Dempsy Hall, the university's main administrative building, retains perhaps
the best expression of the traditionmal English-based academic design in its
stylized, yet well intergrated, detailing and ornamentation.

The limestone Oviatt house, on the other hand, is representative of
Oshkosh's fine, late nineteenth-century residential building. Much less
impossing in scale, although significant in its own right, the former dormitory
building adds a visually distinctive note to the more formal academic areas
of the district. The Oviatt house was individually listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1979.
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- ... 1700-1799
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