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1. Name ~~-

Location

~

street" number See Inventory - not tor publication - -

city. town Oshkosh - vicinity of

.tate Wisconsin code.5.5 county "~inneba~o code 139 -. -
3. Classification -
c.t.'OF7 Ownership St.t... Pres.nt U.. .. -"
~ distrIct - pubUc -L occupied - .,ricuhUN - museum- bulldlng(s) -L priv.te - unoccupied - commercial - park- atructUft - both - work in progresa - educatlOn8l -L. private residence- site Public Acquisition Acc.sslble - entertainment - reli,ious ,.::".- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - acientlfic- being cona'deNd -L yea: unrestricted - industrial - tr8nap0rt8tion- N/A -"no _military .;..Lother:America~ Legion
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na~ V8T"i ftStC -

etreet . number

, ,-

--
eourthouM, registry of deeds, *- Wi nneba2o COU11tV Courthouse

atnet" r.--r 415 Jackson Avenue

~. town n~nkn~n 8t8te Wi ~~en~in 5~9Q2 :-
6. Representation in Existing Surveys . .-

... Oshkosh Intens i ve Resource Survey Us"" ~-o,..~i been ~ ..~? - yea ~-
.:- i"'-

~ 1981 _t8d8r8I -z -co.8Itr _IoC8T-
I;;.;~:

d8p081tory tor , State Historic.l Society of Wiscons ino--

city"", Madison ~ Wisconsin 53706 ..



Conditio-.
L excellent- good- fair

Check one
-!:- unaltered
- altered

Check one
-.! original site
- moved date

- deteriorated
- ruins
:-- unexposed

Describe Ute present .nd origin.' (If known) physic.' .ppe.r...ce

The WaShington Avenue Historic District 18 a large, principally residential
district m the east side or the City or Oshkosh, Wi8consin. It vas delineated
in 1981 as part or en intensive historic resource surver or tbe entire City. It
is one or 'two 41s'tricts identiried along an east-west spine through the City
characterised by large impressive ~mes dating rrom the late 19th and early 20th
Centuries, originally owned by .any or the City's leadins ramilies. The Wash-
ington Avenue 'P1s'trict 18 bounded on the east by Lake Winnebago md m1 the vest
by Boven Street. It includes the homes along Washington Aven~ m1 the north and
south sides or tbe street as vell as mme.s ror me block = Linde and Ha:el
Streets to Merritt Aven~ and homes on both sides or Merritt.

.
The District. as FOpOHd. consists of 242 8truCtureS. all but ~e of which are
residential-oriented. There are 135 contributing and 107 non-contributing
buildings. Fimarily garages, 1ft the District. Hon-contributing status was
conferred ~ properties which did not meet the 50-year ten, or which bad. lost
much or ~st of their original architectural integrity. Although some 01' the
other properties vb1ch are considered contributing have been altered over 'time,
'their basic form end present.tion still contributes 'to the overall historic
impressi~ 01' the District.. These ho=es were d.esigned as, and most continue 'too
be, single family struc'tures. The notable exception is the Oshkosh Yac.ht Club
(Kap .0. 1) located. a't 1395 Washington. BOlles in the Washington Avenue Hi8toric
Distric't are characterized as being principally larp. frame, 2-1/2 story homes
of the late Queen J.rme end Colonial Ren val periods as wen as early 20th Cen-
tury examples 01' Prairie-1nf'luenoed and European Revival styles. 1n addition.
t.here are ac.stt.ered examples of It.alianste 1n!luenc.ed bOlles 1n 'the District.
However. 'these latter are DOt ~arly 88 prevalent. Most or the miles 1ft the
District are 01' frame c.onstruoti«'l which OOrreSponds with Oahkosh' 8 long hi8tory
as a l\mbering and. woodworking city.

Homes in 'the Washington Avenue 1)1s~ict are pnerall,. cbarac'terized by a high
degree of aaintenance and an obTio\lS pride in ownership. The Washington A'9'enue
area 18.d declined .somewhat by 'the aid-1950's 1nto 'the earl,. 1970's, but Sly
visitor to 'the District today can see that, in the past ten or 15 years, homes
baTe been refurbished, restored or rebabill tated; in most oases, following 'their
historic lines and features and, as such, 'the Washington Avenue neighborhood
gives mte a feeling of prosperi'ty as well as sensitiT1'ty to the historical past.
This n~1nation vas, in fac't, supported by the residents. A local neighborhood
group 18.a been active for the past three or four years working to upgrade the
character of the neighborhood, remove aul ti-fam1l,. residences, and re-establish
'those residences as single fam1ly maes. Indeed, the Washington Avenue erea bas
developed a trw eenee of' o~\m1 ty and, as such, appears to be 1mique in the
City of' Oshkosh.

The following inventory indicate8 the map DUmber, street addre8S, hist.oric Dame
and U8e (1.1' known), constructi~ date (1.1' known), and classification code of
each building in the District. IM.tes of construcUon were determined by proper-
ty abs'tracts, tax records, con'temporary newspaper articles, end historic maps.
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