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It should be ~ted 18re tilat a pQ:'tion 01' the Paine Lumber Company plant
still exists to the immediate north 01' the District boWtdaries cited above.
It has not been included within the District bo1mdaries due to a severe
loss 01' architectural integri'ty. Over the past year, the Paine plant
coaplex bas been sold to a developer who bas systematically demolished, or
is demolishing, aU the builidings ~ the site with the excepti~ 01' one
aDd part ot mother. The ftma1n1ng building ~ a tour-story lott. indus-
trial structure which, d~ to its height, vas 'tM most prominent building
on the s1 te . ~ 'bIoIilding will be ftbablli tated 1nto b)us1nc =1 ts.
Although the rehabilitati~ win retain 'tt. basic tom 01' 'the building,
changes will be made to the windows md other details. During the prepara-
ti~ 01' this noadnation, t1w owner also indicated his preference to not be
included in the District in =-der to pt"eserYe his use 01' the 20 percent
inveS'bDent tax credit..

The Dis'tric't, - mm1nated, holds together well, visuall,.. The barn 1s
partiall,. obscured. by 'trees; hovever, vhen stand.icg = Congress Avenue, one
can ... all the elements or the District together. Particularl,. 1.n'terest-
ins 1s 'the jurtaposit1= of' s'tyles and uses as e'rldenced. by 'the bous1ng
complex and the bank building vh1ch C'e illlDed.1a'tel,. 8d.jacen't. From the
intersec'tim1 of' Summit and. Bev York Avenues at the south end. of the D18-
'tr1c't, one can eee all 'the elemen'ts of' the D1s'tr1.ct, except the barn (which
is blocked by the bank) aM 888 the four-st.o':'1 10ft b~lding r~ 'tM old
plant (DOt nominated) looking down «1 the zoema1ns of' Rathan Paine's empire.

JJf y,t;1lwRY

!lap
~ B18'tor1c )tame/UseAddre8! ~ Class-lf'lcatlon

~~. "~Paim 'Bam 192.5 c1706 Congress Aft.

2 Fox RiTer Re'ta!~ing Wall 1928 c
c:5 Oshkosh Cl'ty Fire

Station 10. 2
19271717 Congress Ave.

c19254 1621 C ongre 88 J.. ft . Paine Thrift 'Bank

~Jc5 1202-1318 SUmID.1't "'ft. P8J.ne Row Bouses 1925
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Address H18t.or1c R8M

1706 Congress Ave. Paine Dam 1925
The Paine bor. bam vas built in 1925 by nuor :Bros. of Oshkosh. The
barn is constructed of trame ~ . stone fo\mdation md is appronmately
2-1/2 stories in beiPt. The building is L-abape4 am measures appron-
.ately 80 teet by 25 teet ~ its east-vest axis 8n4 66 by 25 teet ~ the
north-south &%18. It features a gambrel roof with abed-roofed dormers.
The barn vas constructed at a co.f or ~e $35,000 to }X)use 40 horses,
which were used by the PalM plant. ~ barn remains intact aM retains a
great deal ot its exterior physical integrity. It is currently used for
warehousing aM light aanuracturiDc. tt. interior 18 now 41Tided into a
aul .8DU!'acturing operation ~ the gro\md fioor of the east-ve8t' wins 8Dd
ston.. tor a con.tructi= company throughout the rema~er of. the build-
ing. A. aall.. ~e-story brick garage stands ~ar the BOuthwnt comer at
tbe bam. 'rh18 buildinc vas on~ used to store lathan Paine'. aut~obile
and, later, for other company 'Y8h1cles. It 1. my TaCaDt, in a state at
decay, and, 4.- to oTergrovtb, inaccessible.

2 Fox R1 9ft Retaining Wall 1928

~ returning tra a 'trip to Europe, Kathan- Paine d.ecid.ed to add . touch of'
E\n'opean beau'ty to hi. plant and, in 1928, built a concrete reta1n1n.g2vall
along the enti:. length of' his lumber a1U property ~ the Fox River. It
ia tJ» approxiaately 400-f'oot length 8OU'th of' Congress ATen\J8 wbich 18
being nO81Datd here. The wall en.Dds about 15 te.t abon 'tM .ater l1ne8M' --. - 'f~ W 1'1.. ('Nt aboft gt"O\md ~ ~ shore side. It 18 inter-

spened- at regul8r intervals with ooncrete light poles topped. by rounded
Ught t~s. ~ wa1.1 vas used. =t ~y tar decorative p.JrpOsea, but
al~ .~=' .rosi~ control. Today, the d,ock ..U u in poor repair; most of'
the Uc1Jt-.~s baTe been smashed., 8O8e of' the vall itaeU 18 =umbUng
into the River, aDd its tut\noe 18 s~vhat 8hak'y; however, it reea1D8 as a
remiDder of' ~ sreatest era 1%1 the CO8~yl. history.

D'1'B 10. 9094/3
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Oshkosh City Fire
StaUon 10. 2

19271717 Congress A.Te.

Oshkosh City Fire Station Ho. 2. was Wilt in 1927 by the nuor Bros. C0n-
struction Compmy ot Oshkosh ~ laM leased to the City ot Oshkosh 'by the
Paine Lumber Company. !be lease agreement indicated that 88 long as the
City operated and aa1ntained a tit'e 8tati~ ~ that-site, the land could be
used by the City. 'n1e \Z1derstanding was, or =ur.., that the tire statioc
would be aTulable to tignt tires ~ tbe Paine property.' There tore , the
Paine Company vas proT1d1Dg tor its o~ tire protection through this dona-
ti~ to 'the City or Oshkosh. The brick. th'e stati~ is en example ot a
s1apU.f'ied Renaissance Revival. design. 'n1e 88cocd story central windows
are richly ornamented with ro'Imd arches springing t~ pilasters. . This is
'the =1y 1'ire sta'tion in the City which is still in service end has no't had.
its erterior drastically remodeled in recen't years. Iu interior has been
reaodeled 'to eo..e extent vi'th modernizations aver its Ute, bat the aajor
interior spaces reaain. It retains core. or its original arch! tectural
1ntegri'ty 'than others in the City.

1925Paine ThrU't Bank4 1621 Congress Ave.

Tm Paine Tbrlf't Bank building at 1621 congress ATenU8 18 tise most f'ormal
archi'tec'tural statement .in the Distr1.ct. The b\111diDg was designed bl
Auler and Jensen or Oshkosh md constr\lcted by local builder C.R. Meyer.
It 18 m eXD~le of' Beaux Arts Classic1n as applied to a rela'tiTely _all
scale building. The ~'tral pavilion or tins ~-storr buildiD;& ~_isU
of' f'o\zr Ionic columns which !'lank the f'uU height .1'9und~,- W1~..~...:tbe
claasical en'traDce. Th18 ro\mded 'M1ndow appear8 ~ the side .ie~tia-;88
well. Windows haTiDg shallow reveala preserye the broad surf'ace plane A
classical cornice encircle8 the ~c'ture . '1'h1s 18 ~ of' ~ the best
examples of' 'th1a 8'tyle in Oshkosh 811d 18 most t.musual becau. of' l~,-..U~o-
cla'tion nth the Paine Lumber Company 8nd 1't8 consequen't loca'ti~~~.~~e
distance f'~ the commercial dis'tr1.ct.. . .: -, .0 '

.. " ,~~: .'"

The bank vas buil't by h company 1n 1925 in m attempt to mndle, ~:'~:~~
ow financ1al needs 'thereby keepiDg ita b8ftr1ng cos'ts within 'tM ~~..'
The bank vas also supposed 'to erve Paine employees and aggres..1 ft aft~
were .&de 'to a't'trac't 'their savings acCO\m'ta. The bank: failed in 1929.
Ba'than Paine repurchased the building ~ 1 rn and f'1-om tha't ye.,r 'to 1970,
i't served as 'the Paine C~pany offices. In 1970, 'the building: ...~..~~ .to

'the Hughes snd Ka't'tnenon law firm for their officea. 'l'h%'ough ~~tul
remodeling or ~ present o~ers, many 01' ~ original interior features,

.including 'the safe md chandelier, remain. . ,

HNTB No. 9094/3



0.. ... JO'.-OOJI
~~p~".' JO-Jl-I'

NPS'-~
OGI

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
.: Inventory-Nomination Form

Paine Lumber Co.
Contiruation sheet Historic District Item ~ 7 Page

1)8, te or.
~.~rue't1Oft!!ap 10.

5

Address Ris'toric lame

Paine Row House.1202-1318 S\am:I.1t St. 1925

Th18 ser1es of s~ buildings vas constructed. in 1925 or concrete block v1 th
a stucco tinish. The des1gn is a1~le with gable cds md porches COQ-
'ta1n.1..ng exposed be- ends tor a half' Umbered et.fect.. Each block of' build-
~ had s1x apartmen'ts. FO1Jr gable. md three porches break up the tacade
or each block. When bull't, 'th1a c~plex vas seeD locally as a model com-
8\mi t;y .for tac'tory worken. 'n11s I8rt1cular des1ID was ~'t "produced 1n
'the C1'ty, al'thousn det.ached worker'. co't'tages appear on 7th 1T.~. The
row ~.. were cons'truc't8d by the p~ Company 1n 1925 'to 1"ePlaoe older
company housing built 1n 'the 1890's. n. row houses aDd. 'the ne1ghboriDC
Paine Bank £e a rare remaining example of' 1n4us'tr1al I8ternaU- 1n
08hk08h.

In add! tion to the propertie. DWlbered &boTe. the District 1Dclude. . large
-pty lot betWeen Summit 1TemJe and. the Fox River dockvall. 'l'h1s lot vas
.180 ~ce part of the Paine Lumber Company =aplex m4 vas filled v1'th
Paine Lumber buildinp f'~ the 1890's \mtll the 1970'. vb8D their .tate of'
decay caused 'the City to moder their demolition. The 1and 18 !Dcluded f'or
its past cozmecucxi vi'th PaiDe w.ber. as . reminder of the size of' th1a
1nd.us'trial concern md. f'inally. tD ~v1de continuity !D the District
bo\mdariu and physical connec'tim1 vi th t1w dockvall.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

:Because DlCh or the Paine D1s'tr1c't is bu1.l't upon _vdust m4 other lan4f'i11
Cfta'te4 br.. 'the lumber .1118 alona the Fo% RiTer am d~ 'to heavy con..-truo-
Uon ac'tiT1'ty 1D the £8., i't 18 Ukely tiw't my 8rCha80logical remnant.
wi th1n ~ bo\mdaries or 'the Pa1De Wmber ~pmy Histonc District 8ft
deeply ~d. 10 8J'8te8atic archaeological ~y 185 been oonduc'ted
beN.

HHTB Ho. 9094/3
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Oshkosh Daily N2rthwes'tem. January 3. 1925. p. 14.

Paine Lumber Co., Ltd., 100 Years; Companr aooo\mt books 01mR by Terry
E1sch.

2

,
4,

Oshkosh »&11'1 !orthweste~, Jul,. 13, 1927, p. 1.

Date = Buildj.ng; Oshkosh Da.1ly Norlhwestem, February 2.6, 192.5, ~. 10.

Xarstaedt, Clinton F., U., Os~~~h__~e Hundred Years s C1't'1 - 1853-
~, Oshkosh, Oshkosh Centennial, Inc., 1953; Interview with Terry
Eisch.

5

6 Oshkosh Daily Northwestern, October 3, 1925, p. 5.

Lautenschlager, Peggy A., "The West Siders: The Development and Dis-
integration or the Volga-German. Comm\mity in Oshkosh, Wisconsin,. \m-
published honors thesis, Lake Forest Collese t 1977.

7
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Within. year or 'two, Johnston sold out to Robert Grignon, who in 'bn'D sold
~ business to one James Inaggs in 1835. I't is Knaggs with ~ 'this
.first nTer crossing settlement 18 particularly ident11'ied md the State
H18tor1cal Society of' Wisconsin has erected a -.rk8r in Rainbow Park = the
opposite side ot the nTer to commemorate his terry opera'tion. In 1832., a't
't1» t1M ~ purchased the terry operation, Robert Grign~ aDd a partner
nued WUlio Bowell opened a ~d1ng post ~ the 8Outh aide of the nftr
at a spot which became known as Usoma. In 1834, when a Federal survey
party T1s1'ted tbe _all aettlemen:t in Usoaa, ..v.ral buildings erl.'ted.
In 1836, b,. treaty with the I!enomone. Indiana, the area arOmld Oshkosh ...
opened to aettlnent south o.r the Fox tiTer. By 1837, the tint tarera
were arriT1ng in ihe J.lgoma area and, vi'th1.n ten ,.ears, J.lgou had beco. .
'thri Tina Tillage.

In Oc'tober or .1836, the Renoaonee Indians ceded the ~er or their
18nd8 north ot ~he Fox RiTer. Se~~lers 1mmediate~y moTed to the .outh ot
the RiTer 8D4 4iYe':a"")claim to allot tbe land troa the .present-day Itain
S~reet ~o Lake -vrimebago and trom Washington A.Tenue .to the Fox RiTer.
Th... early -t~lers quickly began eeUing oft portions ot their laDd8 and
developing a DaU settlemem in wbat 18 now downtown Oshkosh. By 1839,
en~h tamilies bad _ttled in the area tor Oshkosh to be considered a
c~'t7. The tirst name used by most ot 'the Yank... north or the RiTer
vas A.tbena. l~hens and Algoa. were two d1s't1.nct .e~tl_en'ta tor a number
of' yeara. In 1839, "the name Oshkosh vu2to~1,. adopted tor tba~ portion
ot the aettlnent north or the Fox Ri T8r.

In 1840, 'the set'tlement began to grow more quickly as 'the sovemmen't ott1c-
1&1ly opened up the land north at the Fox tiftI' for _lee ~ Till... of
Oahkosb bad a POP'1l.t1~ of 1'5 in 1842.. By 1846, 'that number bad .1\8P8d
'to 2.,787, as eet'tlen began 'to £r1.,.. daily- By 1850, Oshkosh bad be~oae
~ Co\m'ty Seat of' ViDDebago Co\m'tr with a populat.1= of 3,392.. It was
iDCOrporated as a city 1D 1853. UIOlaa becue part of Oshkoah 1D 1896.3

In 1847, 'tbe ~1r8t .'team sa. a1n in 'the Fo% B.1ftr 'Valley was v.-vned by
D.W. Forman cd Cole. Ba8hford. Bashford la'ter beC8IIe Governor of the
S'tate of V18Oon81D. Tbe Forman 8Dd Bashford Bill was not a BUCce.., 'txJt 1 t
did urk the forer\mner of 1Iha.t. beoue Oshkosh'. greate8t grow'tb indus'try,
'tba't of luaberiDg and a11l1ng.~4~

HHTB Ho. 9094/10
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The history 8nd growth of' the C1'ty of' Oshkoah 1s also 'the hist.ory or. the
r1- or. t1w lumber 1ndUa'try in that area. To look at Oshkosh today, it 1.
dif1'icul t to 1magine a time vh8n tbe banks or. tbe Fox. R1 ver were lined vi th
smoke stacks or. saw aUla, saah 8nd door ~pan1ea, and furn1'b.1%oe r..ctor-
1... The Oshko.h l\mber 1nd1.JStry grew froa the late 1840'. to the early
20th Cen'tvry.

The tirst lumber 81Us vere erected to simply supply local services and
materials as the tirst settlers ot the Villages ot Oshkosh and Algoma bull t
their homes and .tores. Except tor the \D11que ceoiraphic location ot the
City. th18 aiCht have been tb8 11m1 t ot this industry as it ¥ss in 80 uny
other oom.munitie.. However. tollowing the 1855 Federal improvements to the
lover Fox R1 ver. larce scale vater transport vas perm! tted eastward to tbe
Great Lakes and vest to the m..iss1ppi R1 ver. 'l'bia opened up new markets
tor the p~ucts ot the p~ forests which besan just to tbe north ~ vest
ot QSbko8b alans the tributari.. or the Volf'. Rat mid other rivers. The
srovtb ot the mills in Oshkosh to take advantage or that market played a
major factor 1n the quick growth and eventual economic importance ot the
City in the State of' Vi80ons1n.

By 1849, a to'tal ot .YeD ssv 81l1s were open'tiDg. In Deceaber or tbat.
,.ear, Philet.us Sawyer, who la'ter 1n life 'became United States Senator tor
'the Stat.. or Wisconsin, arrived 1n J.lsoma. Be aanaged 'end, in 1853, pzr-
chased the Formm and Bashford aUl, cbsngiDI i't8 DaM to B~ and Sawyer.
That. sue year, Edward L. PaiDe , to\mder or wba't 'became 'the giant PaiDe
Wmber Compan,. , arr1 Ted aDd .et. up his bUsine.. across 'the River in Osh-
kosh. lAmber output. &rev, 'but remained coapara't1vel,. small 'tbrough the
1850's. The iDdUS'tr,- 'boomed .hortl,. att.er 1t. a'tar'ted, 'but overbuilding
caugh't 'ZP vi'th ..yeral ot 'the ..al~er , \81der-oap1 'tal1.ad t1%'88 aDd pu't them
out or 'business by tbe &1d-1650's.

What changed the rO\mderiDg l\8ber 1Dd.us'try in Oshkosh vas tbe a%T1Tal or
~ railroad in 1859. T18 advent or ra.1l ..rv1oe opened ~ entirely ne.
national aarket ror tbe City'. mill. cd ractorie.. Prior to tbat year,
'the a1Ua prcduoed as auch as oould be u8ed looally or could prori tably be
shipped out = riTer barp. or lake 8ChoonerB. The arriYal or tbe ra1lroad
revolutionized 'the d1stributi= or Oshkosh products 8D4 led to its leader-
ship 1n the l\8beriDg 1Dd.ua't:T in the State or Wisconsin and nationally.
In add.1ti~ to ~ arriTal or ran, 1861 brought the CiT1l War, vh1ch vas
re.pons1ble ror even larger orders to tbe aill. 8Dd ractorie.. 7 'n1e.. 'two
ractors caused eZ'Plosive growth in the c08\mity in that decade.

BHTB Bo. 9094/10
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In 1 B6O , Oshkosh boasted 11 81U. , by 1866 there were '0. The 1870 census
indica'ted 'that 'the amo\mt ot capital inves'ted in 'the indust.ry aDd 'the
Co\m'ty in the decade 1 860 'to 1 870 had Increased by a tactor ot 5 and. that
~ mmbet" of' people working in tM induatry had 1ncreued by a tactor ot
6. In 1860, 'the 11 saw aiUs produced 27 mil11on board teet ot pine
l\mber.. By 1866, '0 .ills produced 85 mil11«1 board teet. The increa..
in shingles, sashes and door. were creater, even 'though the year. 1868-70
were somewhat reces.ion&%'1' nationally. By 1869, 'tbe City's mill. were
nUl 'Qzrn1ng outs OYer 85 aiUi~ teet ot lumber and over 141 aiUion,
shingles per year. .

The peak fear of' prodUC'tiTity f'or the sav milb and wha't became known as
"Sav Dust Ci 't,. vas 1874. In tha't year, 'tbe~ were 47 8111., 15 shingle
mill., and 8igh't .a.h and door f'ac'torie. in the City. The cenaU8 of' 1880
r.ported 1B,,768,000 f'eet of' lumber and 126,680,000 shingles were produoed
'tba't year.

Followins the peak or the saw ai11 era in 1874, the sasb md door f'actorles
cont.1.nued to crow, particularly the Paine lAImber Company. Paine Lumber
grew \Zitil it became ti1e larsest sash and door company 1n ~ world, em-
ploy1DS aver 2.,2.00 people at ita peak of' productiTity in 1929. The Paine
Distrl.ct encom-pass.. a mmber or build1np that were directly part of' 'thePain. Lumber COIIpany operat1on. .

Area ~ Significance - Industry .
The PaiDe Umber CoIipanY B1stor1c D18'tric't is considered algnificant in the
arft or 1Dd.ustry for its ..aoci.U~ nth the Paine Luaber Comp8ft1 and .a
repreaentaU'Y8 ~ ~ industrial aspects ~ the lum.berins ~ woodwork1.D&
lndustrJ.es which, at ~ point, doa1Date4 the economy or 'the City of Osh-
kosh. ~. Paine Umber Company vas famed in 1853 and operated =til 1982
in ita or1.g1Dal loc.U~ 8nd. \mUl 1984 el8ewbere.

1. stated earUer, the l1mbering 1n41.18'tzT 1n Oshko.h wa. responsible f'or
'tt. -.jar growth of' 'tt. cOllll1mi'ty. At ~ point 1n time, 'the Ci'ty of'
Oshkosh was the 8eoond larse.t ci'ty 1n the State of' Wisconsin. ~e Paine
Lumber CompaDy w.. ~ of' sneral early 1\Jab8r coapani.. wh1cb prospered
and oon't1nued to grow in'to t!Je late 19th Centary. Bowenr, CX1ly Paine,
Morpn Brothers, ~ BI.1ckstaf'f' COIIP&D7, end Radford Bros. 8UrY1nd and
prospered 1nto the 20th Cen't\1ry. or these, 'the Paine va. the largest end
the only OM which included these ancillary economic and 8Ocial f'1mcti.ons
which are represented ~re.

HH'rB 10. 9094/10
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By 'the early 20th Centan-y t the Paine Lumber Comp8DY had become the mos't
successful of' the many lumber companies fo1mded in Oshkosh. It was origin-
ally formed by mwsrd L. Paine and hi. two sons Charles and George 1n 1853.
Edward Paine had been 'the proprietor ot a lumber mill 1.11 ups't&te lev York.
He dismantled h1a machinery and brought it with him to Oshkosh 1.11 1853
where be chose. .i te on the banks 01' 'the Fox ti ver as 'the location tor h1s
new mtp which remained a part 01' the Paine plant site \mtil its closing 1.11

1982.

In 1870, be retired md 'turned 'the t'im over to his sons who renamed. the
.:t1%'ll C.H. Paine &: Co. By 1eaO, 'the decision bad been made 'to diversify 'the
operation vi th a Ash and door t'actory which opened next to 'the mill .in the
Fall of' 1884r2 In 1883, the f'im incorporated. \md.er 'the name Paine 1.uIaber
Compen,. Lt4.

The c'tire plan't was des'troyed by tire and quickly rebu11't in 1895. In
1904, a newer .,ill tor bardllood was opensd Of! 'the 'West side ot the River on
wha't is now 'the site ot Rainbow Park. By 1908, the Pai~ complex vas d.e~
cribed, as stated earlier, as 'the largest or. its kind in the world.
Branch ottices and plan'ts were opened in several c1 ties around 'the CO1mtry.
The company continued. to expand and grow durins the bo~ buildinS years
tollo1ling World War I and employed 2,200 emplo,.ees in Oshkosh at its peakin 1929. '

'Dnf'ortunately, Uke 80 8mY other f'irms, the Pa1r1e 1A1m.ber Compeny vas
caught 1n 'the 1929 Crash, which beralded the Great Depression. Production
at 'the Oshkosh plan't slowed 'to a }alt. The new bard.wood plan't across the
R1 Vel" was aold, 8=e assets Uqu1da'ted and 'the 8a1n plant slowly re8'tored
~o operations oyer several yeara. 'By 1937, 'the plant bad specialized in
'the r.:w f'ield of' bollow core doors aDd. contimled. in 'tba't special'ty 1m't1l it
closed. In 19S2., 'the plant 8O'9'ed 0IJ't of' 'tb18 s1'te 1n'to Ino;~r plan't in
Oshkosh; however, its doors were permanen'tly closed in 1984. The Paine
Bam (Map Ho. 1) and. ~e plant building 'being renovat.ed for housing (not
~-1ne.'ted) are all 'tba't remain of' 'the plant complex.

~ hiDe Lumber Company ~ more than 8rr1 or 'the other 8im1lar companies in
Oshkosh, was rz wi'th an 1rc.1 haM and managed under the philosophy of
industriu paternalism. Batban Paine, the last Paine to operate the plant
from the 1920's 'through the 1940's, belleTed as bad his father and 1mcles
before him, 'that labor ~ a commodity which should be paid for with, the
least amo1mt of capital. The physical 'I1an1f.estati= of 'this patemalia-
'tic approach is fO1.md in 'the deTelopmen't of 'the ~ and 'the housing for
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employee. in the iaed..1ate Ticin1 ty 01' the plan't. 'D118 Iililo80phy guided
the manapment 01' Paine LwDber eYeD .. it guided other companies in the
period, most notably the Pullman Comp8DY in n11noi8. Tb.18 philosophy 01'
management is &180 considered. to be an important P8rl 01' the historical
silDi1'icance o£ this District.

Despite its patemalistic approach 'towards ita work1'orce (or, perhaps, be-
cau-. or it) , the Paine Lu1Iber Company, as .oat of' the other l\lmber com-
panies in Oshkosh, had a mlmber or labor disturbance. over time. Perhaps
the 80ft f'aaous vas in 1898 vb8n labor T101eDoe hit all the 81118 but aost
notably the Paine plaDt. As part or their eff'ort 'to break tbat strike, tbe
Paine Lwa,ber C=pany imported a group of' Volga-Germms to Oshko8h f'roa
Russia. The first croup to arrive worked at the Paine WIlber Company
during ~ after the 1898 woodworking strike. The Company housed the.e
f'ir8t iD-igranta 1D Company-owed apartment. 8nd encouraged them 'to Bend
f'or more f'amily members and f'riends. By 1914, when the World War" stopped
the iJDigration, Hveral bmdred or their CO\mtrymen bad arrived and
settled ~ the' west side of' Oshkosh. This group f'ormed =e of' 1~ key
componenta of' Paine WIlber Company labor 1D the early 20th Cen'tury.

!be row houses along Summit AT8nUe (Kap 10. 5) are a later replacement ot
808 of' that or1SiDal worker housing which vas bull t by the com:pany on the
sam. site. The existing ~ boU8es are 8ft imprOTed end" modernized Tersion
ot the 1898 structures which .ere or1ginally bu1l t to b)uae strike br'eak-
era. The 1m1ts were aU rented out and occupants were selected t~ e8-
ploy" applications by ~ ComP8ny. AlthouSh the Volga-Germans were 'the
t1rst to U... in the early apartaents, the philosophy remained that the
apartments were senerally reserTed tor new arr1 Tals to the area who were
able to 8tay then 'Zftt1l they had. tb8 aeans to maYe on. The prosr.-d
construct1on and use ot this housing by aployees 1a cons1dered 80c1&11y
s1pi!icant. It vas ~ only tar-reaching program of' the type 88onS Osh-
kosh indU8'tr1es .

In a4d1'tion, 'to ~P'tur8 'tho.. f'\mds paid. 'to 'the workers, Ia'than Paine
created. 'the Paine 1'brU't Bank in 1925. Thi8 building 18 a180 part 01' 'the
Distric't (Map »0. 4). I't was 'the 1'iDancial 1ns'titu'tion which bandled. ~
01' 'the Pa1De 'tr8naactions, b\It was also incorporated. wi'th 'tbe idea 01'
capi'talizing ~ the saYings and. lw_"~..i-~g !Weds 01' the worker8 a't the Paine
Lumber Company; 8imilar 'to a credi't \mi= in 80dem 'times, but privately
owned. by Ia'than Paine. Ano'tber building in 'the District 18 Cl'ty Fire
Sta'tion 10. 2 (Hap 10. 3), which ... buil't z land leued. by the Paine
Lumber CO8pany 'to the Cl'ty 01' Oshkosh .in Nturn 1'or an agre..en't 'tha't a
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.fire 8t&tion would be constructed and mamled on 'that site. It vas prlD-
cipall,. built to protect the Paine boldinp, although also available to
protect other properties 1n the T1.c1n.1 t,.. As f'-F1 as can be determined,
th18 arrangement vas un.1q\1e in the Ci 'ty' s history.

The dockwall, built by latban Paine to comae.orate a 't:'1p to 'Qarope, .ull
remains in somewhat ruined. condi ti= and a portion has also been included.
in the Paine1Ri8trict to delineate the land. which vas once part of. the maiD
Paine plant.

.
These seYeral buildings indicate the degree to which the Paine Co~any had
integrated. its "'arious functions to become aomething of' a vertical monopoly
in the Oshkosh area. nte Paine famil,. contributed greatl,. to the de",elOP-
em am growth of the City and. vas ry BUooes8f'ul in ita Waines8 opera-
tion.s. The Paine Lumber Company remained on 1ts original 8ite from 1853 to
1982, at vhich point it vas moved. to another 81te 1ft the City before the
f'1nal clo8ing in 1984. As 8tated in discussiOftS with local historians,
there ven many lumber mills and. factories 1n Oshkosh b\It, in ter8S of
soc1al - economic impacts m1 the oomm~ t,., there vas ~l,. one Paine
l.\-.ber. It stands 1miq~ in the Oshkosh lumbering indust'r1.

Area o.t S1~i.t1cance - Arch1 'tec'ture .
n'thO\1gh the Paine Lumber Company District is being ~1nated principally
.tor its part in t~ oOm2ercial aDd industrial history of' the City o.t 08h-
koah, two buildings in the D1.s'tr1.ct ahou1d also be recognized .tor their
architectural merit. The Paine ThrUt Bank vas built by lathan Pa.1ne in
1925 .. were the Paine row ~U8es. 'rbe1r bistory bu been described elM-
where in 'this n~t1=.

The bank building vas designed by the local arch1 teotural f1%'8 01' 1uler 8D4
Jensc which vas 'the premier r1%'8 in Oshkosh 4uriDI ~8 period as 'tbe
aucoessor 'to the WUl1am Waters firm. The Paine TbrU't B8Dk 18 the only
r...~"4"~ example or tM firm'a work in the Beaux J.rta style 8D4 represent8
an 1mportant rem2ant of ~t f1%'8' 8 work in Oshkosh. ~. C.R.. Beyer Coo-
8tructi= C~pany bad t~ oonatructi= contract for the b8nk. Tb8 C.R..
Reyer Company 18 a ~ent local contractor which bas been respocsible
far aany or tt. _jar buildings in the City r~ ~ 1890'8 to the preset.


