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1. Name ~~-

Location

~

street" number See Inventory - not tor publication - -

city. town Oshkosh - vicinity of

.tate Wisconsin code.5.5 county "~inneba~o code 139 -. -
3. Classification -
c.t.'OF7 Ownership St.t... Pres.nt U.. .. -"
~ distrIct - pubUc -L occupied - .,ricuhUN - museum- bulldlng(s) -L priv.te - unoccupied - commercial - park- atructUft - both - work in progresa - educatlOn8l -L. private residence- site Public Acquisition Acc.sslble - entertainment - reli,ious ,.::".- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - acientlfic- being cona'deNd -L yea: unrestricted - industrial - tr8nap0rt8tion- N/A -"no _military .;..Lother:America~ Legion

~ :D4 0 f P rt 7':O$t.,-- . wner 0 rope y .. -':'..:!.

na~ V8T"i ftStC -

etreet . number

, ,-

--
eourthouM, registry of deeds, *- Wi nneba2o COU11tV Courthouse

atnet" r.--r 415 Jackson Avenue

~. town n~nkn~n 8t8te Wi ~~en~in 5~9Q2 :-
6. Representation in Existing Surveys . .-

... Oshkosh Intens i ve Resource Survey Us"" ~-o,..~i been ~ ..~? - yea ~-
.:- i"'-

~ 1981 _t8d8r8I -z -co.8Itr _IoC8T-
I;;.;~:

d8p081tory tor , State Historic.l Society of Wiscons ino--

city"", Madison ~ Wisconsin 53706 ..



Conditio-.
L excellent- good- fair

Check one
-!:- unaltered
- altered

Check one
-.! original site
- moved date

- deteriorated
- ruins
:-- unexposed

Describe Ute present .nd origin.' (If known) physic.' .ppe.r...ce

The WaShington Avenue Historic District 18 a large, principally residential
district m the east side or the City or Oshkosh, Wi8consin. It vas delineated
in 1981 as part or en intensive historic resource surver or tbe entire City. It
is one or 'two 41s'tricts identiried along an east-west spine through the City
characterised by large impressive ~mes dating rrom the late 19th and early 20th
Centuries, originally owned by .any or the City's leadins ramilies. The Wash-
ington Avenue 'P1s'trict 18 bounded on the east by Lake Winnebago md m1 the vest
by Boven Street. It includes the homes along Washington Aven~ m1 the north and
south sides or tbe street as vell as mme.s ror me block = Linde and Ha:el
Streets to Merritt Aven~ and homes on both sides or Merritt.

.
The District. as FOpOHd. consists of 242 8truCtureS. all but ~e of which are
residential-oriented. There are 135 contributing and 107 non-contributing
buildings. Fimarily garages, 1ft the District. Hon-contributing status was
conferred ~ properties which did not meet the 50-year ten, or which bad. lost
much or ~st of their original architectural integrity. Although some 01' the
other properties vb1ch are considered contributing have been altered over 'time,
'their basic form end present.tion still contributes 'to the overall historic
impressi~ 01' the District.. These ho=es were d.esigned as, and most continue 'too
be, single family struc'tures. The notable exception is the Oshkosh Yac.ht Club
(Kap .0. 1) located. a't 1395 Washington. BOlles in the Washington Avenue Hi8toric
Distric't are characterized as being principally larp. frame, 2-1/2 story homes
of the late Queen J.rme end Colonial Ren val periods as wen as early 20th Cen-
tury examples 01' Prairie-1nf'luenoed and European Revival styles. 1n addition.
t.here are ac.stt.ered examples of It.alianste 1n!luenc.ed bOlles 1n 'the District.
However. 'these latter are DOt ~arly 88 prevalent. Most or the miles 1ft the
District are 01' frame c.onstruoti«'l which OOrreSponds with Oahkosh' 8 long hi8tory
as a l\mbering and. woodworking city.

Homes in 'the Washington Avenue 1)1s~ict are pnerall,. cbarac'terized by a high
degree of aaintenance and an obTio\lS pride in ownership. The Washington A'9'enue
area 18.d declined .somewhat by 'the aid-1950's 1nto 'the earl,. 1970's, but Sly
visitor to 'the District today can see that, in the past ten or 15 years, homes
baTe been refurbished, restored or rebabill tated; in most oases, following 'their
historic lines and features and, as such, 'the Washington Avenue neighborhood
gives mte a feeling of prosperi'ty as well as sensitiT1'ty to the historical past.
This n~1nation vas, in fac't, supported by the residents. A local neighborhood
group 18.a been active for the past three or four years working to upgrade the
character of the neighborhood, remove aul ti-fam1l,. residences, and re-establish
'those residences as single fam1ly maes. Indeed, the Washington Avenue erea bas
developed a trw eenee of' o~\m1 ty and, as such, appears to be 1mique in the
City of' Oshkosh.

The following inventory indicate8 the map DUmber, street addre8S, hist.oric Dame
and U8e (1.1' known), constructi~ date (1.1' known), and classification code of
each building in the District. IM.tes of construcUon were determined by proper-
ty abs'tracts, tax records, con'temporary newspaper articles, end historic maps.
BRTB 10. 9094/4



".riod Areas of Significanc.--check and justify below
- prehistoric -- arCheology-prehistoric. - -- community planning -- landscape architecture - religion
- 1400-14" - 8rcheology.historic -- conservation _law - acience
- 1500-159' - 8gricutture -- economics __literature - aculpture
_1&00-16" ~ architecture - educatton - .Dtt8ry - social!- 1700-171' -- art . -. engineering - music humenharian
-!.. 1800-18". - commerce - exploration.settlement - philosophy - theater
..L 1800- - communic.tions - industry - polltics.'government - tr8nsportatlon

- Invention - other (specify)

Statement of Significance (in one par8graph)

The Washington Avenue District represents me or the most prominent resi-
dential areas in the City of' Oshkosh. Washington Ayenw and, west of' Main
Street, Algoma Boulevard ~priaed a line or f'ine residential properties
which cut across the City from Lake Wirmebago to the westem edges of' the
City. The Washington Avenue District 18 being mminated as the eas'tern
porti~ of' 'that line. 'I'M buildings on Merritt Aven~ continw in the same
"archi tect\lral tradi tiona and together, comprise a \m1ried residential area.

The buildings in 'the Wash1ng't(X1 Avenue Distric't include several no'table
archi tectural styles, along vi th 8everal designs by noted looal archi tecta.
The iIIpressim1 'the Vi8i tor gets when in the Di8tric't 18 of a nrr fine
neighborhood ~ch taB been and oontinua8 to be well maintained by ita
owner-occupant residents. When walking through:tbe D1.atric't, ODe gets a
Hn8e of' ~ighborbood; a aense of' belonging to that particular area. One
also gets 'the iIIpressim that homeowners in the District te.ke a special
pride in their mmes. The District 18 also characterized by 88veral reha-
bilitations am restorations or. tm older h~s.

The Wa8hing'ton ATenue Bi.toric Di8'trict 18 being ~1nated for its erchi-
tectural merit; however, as noted in the Inventory, 808 of the original
owners are or local historic interest.

HISTORIC B1CE:GROUHD

The area encompaaslng ~ Washington Ayenue Historic District was O%'iginal-
ly part of three early cla1u in what beca. 'tbe City ot Oshkosh. The
bales ml tile south s1.de ot Washington AYenue wer.,. ml t.o tarasteads cla1.aed
by Chester and Shipley Gallup. The area ~ 'tbe north 8ide of' Washington
Avenue vas originally cla1..ed by ~vid bans. In 'the ftrY arly years, all
of' this land was tarlRed aM it was not \m'tn 'the 1870's 'tha't s~ ot 'the
land began to be sold oft for residential size l8rGels. The erly develop-
.ent of' the City or Oshkosh began 1n 'tbe Yic1.n1 ty of' 'tt. present day !Ia1n
Street ~ tJ1e north aide ot the Fox R1nr 1n the late 1830's. Tbe 8rly
Tillage area deY8loped along t~ present Main Street 8M to%' a blook or 'two
on either 81de. By 1842, _e 135 people l1nd in ~s Dall dllage 0%'
bad tams ~ its edge.. With1n a few years, the first sustained boom
period 1n 'the City's _ttl..ent began. In 1846, 'the pop.1lation 1-.d j\8ped
'to 2.787 and by 1850 to 3,392. J.. the growth ot tJ» luaber milling 1ndus-
'try Cmltinued .into the 1860 I s ~d 1870' s, Oshkosh' s pop.1lation continued to
boom, exceeding 25.000 by 1880. .

Se'ttlement patterns during this period larply 8tayed to the west or ~
Washington ATenue District. As 8tated, the earliest settlement ... in the
Tic1n1 ty or the Kain Street oorridor. j,a the City grew, the population
.oved to tm east or Kain Street only - rar - 't}» rlcin1 tY or t.be vresent
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State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The ev81uated 8tgNfic8nc8 of this Pf'operty within u,. .tate Ia:

X- h8tlonal -- .tate - local
As the destgNted State Historte Preservation Officer tor the National Historic Preserv8tion Act of 1966 (Pu~ic l8w 89-
865), I hereby nomln8te this property tor inclusion In the N8tion81 Register 8nd certify that It h8s been ev81U8ted
~~Ing to the criteria and procedurn set forth by the N8tional '8ft SefYIc8.

State ao..tc.. ~ ~ P r ... - w. tIon Officer 8'In8t -

title date

ForNPS~~
I ~ cefttty that 1t\ia ~wi'5t7"i .. Included In the N8tton8t Register

date-
~~ d; the N8tion8t A ,

Acreage of nominated ".-""' i 48.6 acres
Quadr8nglen8rne Oshkosh. Wis. Quadranglescale 1:24.000
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